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COURSE 4 TRIBES OF INDIA: IDENTITY,
CULTURE AND LORE

Introduction

Course Four, Tribes of India: Identity, Culture and Lore, aims to provide you
with an understanding of the different kinds of tribes that live in India, their
nature of distribution across the landscape of India and their various strategies
of economic, political and cultural survival. The course would introduce you to
the overall theories and problems associated with tribes of India, the linguistic,
social and economic characteristics that differentiate one from the other, the
strategies of survival under various conditions and the factors that transform
these characteristics into that of political identity for any given tribe. Besides
elaborate discussions on the tribes and their various types, there will also be
discussion on relation of tribes to forests and seasons as modes of living. There
will also be units that touch upon the different kinds and meanings of etiological
tales, i.e. origin of myths, that tribes have to explain about their origin and society.



BLOCK 1

TRIBES OF INDIA



Tribal Cosmogenies

BLOCK1 TRIBES OF INDIA

Introduction

In this Block, you will be introduced to the concept of tribe and their geographical
distribution in India. Three kinds of tribes, namely migrant, hunting-gathering
and cultivating, would be taken up for special focus in this regard. There will
also be discussions on their subsistence pattern and economy to highlight their
socio-economic characteristics. Unit two will take up the nature and causes of
distribution of tribes into groups and sub-groups based on language, race, social
structure and economic organization. The environmental and cultural factors
that are central to their existence would be discussed. Unit three would focus on
strategies of survival that different tribes adopt or follow under different
conditions. The various cultural, socio-economic and political strategies of
survival would be explored in this context. Unit four would take up how tribes
distinguish oneself from other based on cultural or political factors. The role of
symbols, territory and political processes would be highlighted to explain how
tribes distinguish oneself from other.



